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Introduction
and Overview

If you could take only ten books to a deserted island on which you were to be marooned for the rest 
of your life, what would they be? As Mortimer Adler says, this is no game—we are all in precisely 

that position. We are simply unable to read all the books there are; therefore, we had better choose 
well. Some books exercise our minds by their rigor and move our spirits by their beauty with every 
reading. Some books help us communicate with our culture because they have been a common 
element in education for centuries. Some books aid our understanding of the physical world by a 
clear exposition of careful observations by powerful minds. But very few books do any of these things 
well. And as C. S. Lewis says, old books give us a radically different perspective on life and our 
assumptions, and no modern books can do this at all, no matter how good they are.

As Christians, we understand that ours 
is a historical faith, one that originated, 
developed, and grew in certain times at 
certain places. To study and understand 
the long stream of history and thought and 
to comprehend our place in that stream is 
to increase our appreciation of our cultural 
inheritance, our ability to use wisely and 
build faithfully upon that inheritance, and 
our ability to understand and respond to 
God’s work in history.

The conclusion we may draw from all of this is that the old books are best, and the best of the old 
books are the best of all. That is why we read the great books. Join us in Old Western Culture as we 
explore the best of the old books from a Christian perspective!

About the instRuCtoR

Wesley Callihan grew up on a farm in Idaho and earned a 
bachelor’s in history from the University of Idaho in 1983. 
He has taught at Logos School, the University of Idaho, 
and New St. Andrews College (all in Moscow, Idaho) 
and at Veritas Academy in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. He 
has written curriculum for a number of Christian schools, 
including several members of the Association of Classical 
and Christian Schools. Veritas Press has published his 
great books study guides for homeschoolers. Mr. Callihan 
speaks regularly at conferences for classical Christian 
educators in home and private schools and teaches summer 
intensive Latin courses. He has written columns and short 
fiction for Credenda/Agenda and Antithesis, and contributed 

“A Reading of Homer,” Sir Lawrence Alma-Tadema, 1885

Dani and Wes Callihan in 2011
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to the book Classical Education and the Home School, 
published by Canon Press. In 1997 Mr. Callihan 
launched Schola Classical Tutorials, a program 
of live Internet courses in the great books and 
the classical languages, as another ongoing 
contribution to the growing classical Christian 
education movement.

Wes and his wife, Dani, have six children, five 
of them married, and a growing brood of grand-
children. Wes and Dani live near Wes’s parents in 
an old farmhouse in northern Idaho where they all 
use the cold winters as an excuse to read and the 
hot summers as another excuse to read .

hoW to use this CouRse

Old Western Culture is a four-year curriculum covering the great books of Western Civilization. The 
four years are divided into The Greeks, The Romans, Christendom, and Early Moderns. For centuries, 
study of the great books lay at the heart of what it meant to be educated. It was the education of the 
Church Fathers, of the Medieval Church, of the Reformers, and of the Founding Fathers of the United 
States. Old Western Culture is a classical and Christian integrated high school (grades 9–12) humanities 
curriculum created with the purpose of preserving a knowledge of the books and ideas that shaped 
Western Civilization.

ReCommended sChedule

Old Western Culture is designed to accommodate a traditional nine-week term (for a thirty-six–week 
school year). A recommended schedule is provided below. We expect the average student to spend 
one to three hours per day on this course: first completing the assigned readings and answering the 
workbook questions under the “Reading” header, and then watching the lectures and answering the 
video questions under the “Lecture” header.

mAteRiAls

• DVD Lessons. Instructor Wes Callihan’s deep knowledge of the classics and decades of teaching
experience are a rich resource for homeschool families. Each unit is divided into twelve lectures
presented on four DVDs.

• The Great Books. Old Western Culture immerses students in reading the classics themselves rather
than just reading about them. Families have two options for acquiring the texts:

1. Use or purchase your own texts. Chances are, you already own at least some of these classics, so 
feel free to use your own copies. A list of recommended translations, including Amazon links, can
be found at romanroadsmedia.com, but specific translations or editions are not required.

2. Use Roman Roads Readers. Many units of Old Western Culture now have readers that
gather all the assigned reading into one volume. Purchase a print copy ($22 each), order an

The Callihan Clan in 2011
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Amazon Kindle edition ($1 each), or download a PDF (free). Visit romanroadsmedia.com 
for more information .

• The Student Workbook. Purchase a hard copy, or visit romanroadsmedia.com/materials to
download a free PDF. The workbook questions allow students to test their understanding of the
reading assignments and the lectures .

• Additional Resources. Visit romanroadsmedia.com/materials for an up-to-date list of additional resources.

Note: Throughout all materials, we have avoided referencing original works by edition-specific page numbers.
We instead provide location identifiers such as book, chapter, section, and line numbers in order to maintain the
flexibility to use multiple translation options.

AdditionAl Assignments

In addition to the reading, lectures, and workbook questions, students will complete the following:

• Term Paper. Students may choose a paper topic from the list provided at
romanroadsmedia.com/materials. The term paper should be 750–1,200 words long and should
persuasively articulate a thesis while drawing on examples from the original works.

• Final Exam. Visit www.romanroadsmedia.com/materials to download the most recent final exams.
Two options, Exam A and Exam B, are provided. The exams are similar in style and difficulty, but
the content varies. Students who score lower than 90 percent on Exam A should take Exam B two
days later to help reinforce subject mastery.

Age level

In Old Western Culture students will encounter mature themes such as paganism, sexual immorality, 
detailed battle descriptions (mostly in actual reading), and nudity in classical painting and sculpture. 
We recommend the series for ages fourteen and above, but of course parents will want to consider the 
maturity levels of their own children and discuss these issues with them.
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Lesson 1
Historical Overview of Christendom

ReAding

No reading for this lesson.

leCtuRe

Watch Lecture 1, and then answer the following questions.

1.  Why did the Enlightenment thinkers from the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries disparage the 
Middle Ages? How ought Christians to see the Middle Ages?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

2.  What are the three great hero stories that come out of the clash of cultures in the early Middle 
Ages? With which peoples are they associated?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________



7

3.  How did Charlemagne revive culture in Europe?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

4.  What was the Age of Migration, and what effect did it have on the Celtic and Germanic tribes of 
Central Europe?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

5.  What were some of the great accomplishments of the Middle Ages?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

6.  What was the goal of Scholasticism?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________
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7.  What were two of the major factors that motivated the Crusaders? Who stopped the Islamic 
advance in the early 700s?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

8.  How did the Crusades affect European culture?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

disCussion Questions

What might Europe have looked like had the Muslims not been stopped?
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Lesson 2
Benedict’s Rule and Monasticism

ReAding

Read The Rule of St. Benedict. Remember: Complete all reading and study questions from reading before 
watching the lecture .

1.  What are the four kinds of monks? What characterizes them, according to Benedict? (ch. 1)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

2.  What does Benedict say our attitude should be toward prayer? (ch. 20)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________
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3.  What is the enemy of the soul, and what is Benedict’s prescription for it? (ch. 48)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

4.  What two main warnings does Benedict give concerning the craftsmen of the monastery? (ch. 57)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

5.  With what attitude is a monk supposed to respond when given difficult or impossible tasks? (ch. 68)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

leCtuRe

Watch Lecture 2, and then answer the following questions.

6.  What effect does war have on culture and civilization? Why?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________
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7.  What is the order of the eight prayer hours?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

8.  What is the purpose of the two parts of the Benedictine motto, Ora et Labora?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

9.  What two virtues did Benedict strive to balance in his monastic rule?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

10.  How did monasteries benefit the communities around them as they spread?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

disCussion Questions

Why were there so many reform movements within the monasteries?

Monasteries were supposed to provide a model of Christian community. What key characteristics of 
community does Benedict outline? Were these qualities positive things to seek after, or were they a 
misguided reaction to other evils? What characteristics do you think we should aim to implement more 
in the busyness of our individual, family, and church lives?
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Lesson 3
Transition to the Middle Ages

ReAding

Read Wars of Justinian (Bk. 1, ch. 24; Bk. 4, ch. 9) by Procopius and History of the Franks (bk. 1, ch. 
36-48; bk. 2, ch. 27-43; bk. 6, ch. 46) by Gregory of Tours. Remember: Complete all reading and study 
questions from reading before watching the lecture.

Wars of Justinian

1.  Whose nephew was Hypatius, and what did the people demand of him? (Bk. 1, ch. XXIV, 18–24)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

2.  Why does Procopius say the conquered Gelimer was not enrolled among the ranks of the 
Patricians? (Bk. 4, ch. IX, 11–16)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

History of the Franks

3.  What was the dispute surrounding St. Martin’s body? (Bk. 1, ch. 48)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________



13

4.  How did Chilperic die? Name three things he did that reflect his wicked character. (Bk. VI, ch. 46)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

leCtuRe

Watch Lecture 3, and then answer the following questions.

5.  With what general did Procopius travel and where did he travel? What knowledge did Procopius 
impart to us?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

6.  What kind of approach does Justinian take in responding to the Nika riots?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

7.  How do the temple treasures make their way from Rome back to Jerusalem? Why doesn’t 
Justinian want to keep them in Constantinople?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________
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 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

8.  What two major natural catastrophes occurred in the sixth century AD? How did people view 
these disasters?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

9.  Why was Gregory of Tours very aware of contemporary occurrences in France?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

10.  Why does Clovis expect his decision about Christianity to influence his people?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

disCussion Questions

What principles should guide a Christian leader’s response to discontent, grumbling, or rebellion 
among those under his authority?
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Lesson 4
Gregory the Great

ReAding

Read The Book of Pastoral Rule (Bks. 1-2) and The Dialogues (Bk. 2) by Gregory the Great

The Book of Pastoral Rule

1.  What does Gregory the Great mean when he talks about shepherds being careful not to foul the 
water with their feet? What is the danger to the sheep? (Bk. 1, ch. 2)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

2.  List at least six things a ruler ought to be. (Bk. 2, ch. 1)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

3.  What does it mean for a ruler to be “chief in action?” How will a speaker who lives out what he 
teaches affect his hearers? (Bk. 2, ch. 3)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________
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4.  Give at least three examples of common vices passing themselves off as virtues.. (Bk. 2, ch. 9)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

5.  How did Benedict perceive the priest who intended to poison him? (Bk. 2, ch. 8)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

leCtuRe

Watch Lecture 4, and then answer the following questions.

6.  Who were some contemporaries of Gregory the Great? What are the approximately dates of his 
birth and death? Where was he born and raised?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

7.  What does the word pope mean? How was it originally used in the Church?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

8.  How does Gregory come to act as both a spiritual and a political leader?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________
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9.  Why is Gregory the Great known as the apostle of English Christianity?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

10.  Why was the miraculous such a significant and beloved element in stories of saints’ lives?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

disCussion Questions

Gregory the Great was pulled into the role of civic and political leadership by circumstances. What is 
the ideal relationship between Church and state? Should the Church have political power? Why or 
why not? Should the state support or endorse a particular religion? Why or why not? What are the 
advantages and dangers of the American system? How could it be improved?

Why might God work through the lives of the saints (and the Church) differently now than during 
Benedict’s time?
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Lesson 5
Maximus the Confessor

ReAding

No reading for this lesson.

leCtuRe

Watch Lecture 5, and then answer the following questions.

1.  What province of the Roman Empire was Isidore of Seville from? What movement was he a part 
of, and what did it aim to accomplish?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

On the Holy Spirit

2.  As bishop of Seville, how does Isidore help the Visigoths?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

3.  Where did Maximus the Confessor live? Where was he educated? What was his occupation?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________
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4.  What were the six Ecumenical councils, and what were the issues they addressed?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

5.  According to Maximus, what did man lose when he sinned in the garden?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

6.  What is the doctrine of recapitulation, which Maximus developed in his commentary on the 
Lord’s Prayer?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________
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7.  What topics does Maximus discuss in the Mystagogy?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

disCussion Questions

Does complete devotion to Christ mean a complete rejection of every aspect of modern culture What is 
the importance of preserving culture, as Isidore sought to do in his movement?

What is the purpose of corporate church worship? How is it different from private prayer or even 
informal small group worship? How ought the goal and nature of corporate worship to affect the 
content and how we approach it? What roles do the various parts of corporate worship play?
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Lesson 6
Celtic Christians

ReAding

Read Confession of St. Patrick and “Letter to the Soldiers of Coroticus” by St. Patrick, The Life of St. 
Columba by Adomnán of Iona, and The Voyage of Brendan.

1.  What is Patrick’s response to God’s faithfulness and blessings to him? (Confession of St. Patrick, 3)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

2.  What two sins does Patrick principally discuss using Scripture? (“A Letter to the Soldiers of 
Coroticus,” Part 9)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

3.  What prophecy does St. Columba make regarding Ernene, son of Crasen? (Life of St. Columba, ch. 3)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

4.  How did Columba overcome the Druids’ attempt to delay his voyage? (Life of St. Columba, ch. 35)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________
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5.  What place was Brendan searching for? (The Voyage of Brendan, paragraph 2)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

leCtuRe

Watch Lecture 6, and then answer the following questions.

6.  What were the Irish saints responsible for?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

7.  According to Bede, why did God allow the Anglo-Saxons to invade Britain?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

8.  Where do some say Coroticus was from originally, and where was he likely living at the time of the 
letter? What does Patrick’s “Letter to the Soldiers of Coroticus” rebuke?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________
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 ________________________________

 ________________________________

9.  Where does Columba go when he is sent into exile?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

10.  What are the two most famous monasteries in the Celtic Middle Ages, and by whom was each founded?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

disCussion Questions

What are some similarities between Paul’s writings and St. Patrick’s?

Why are we generally more willing to believe miracles recounted in Scripture than miracles that 
occurred later? Are these valid reasons? Even if we can’t completely dismiss skepticism, is there a way 
to read about miracles done by saints in an appreciative and respectful way?

Is penance, understood as self-discipline in response to failure, an appropriate response to sin? What 
does true repentance look like? What does it mean to get up after failing? How do we understand the 
grace and redemption of Christ in relation to all this?
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Lesson 7
Beowulf

ReAding

Read Beowulf .

1.  What weapons does Beowulf take to his first encounter with Grendel? (line 680)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

2.  What proof was there of Beowulf’s victory over Grendel? Where did they display it? (lines 833–835)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

3.  Where does the trail of Grendel’s mother lead Beowulf and his men? (lines 1414–1417) Who goes 
down to fight her? (line 1492)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

4.  What caution does Hrothgar give Beowulf? (lines 1758–1768)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

5.  What event sparks the dragon’s outburst of wrath and destruction? (lines 2211–2320)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________
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 ________________________________

 ________________________________

leCtuRe

Watch Lecture 7, and then answer the following questions.

6.  What is the religious scene in England when the saga of Beowulf first appears on the island?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

7.  Why should Beowulf be read aloud?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

8. On what kind of note does the poem end?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

9.  How were Anglo-Saxon poetry lines structured?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________
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 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

10. Which two people much later in history were advocates for the Anglo-Saxon language?

 ________________________________

disCussion Questions

Christian scribes in England were the first to record Beowulf in writing. Why do you think they were 
so interested in the epic? In what ways does the story echo the Christian story?

How has the study of Anglo-Saxon had an impact on Western Culture?
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Lesson 8
Bede I: Early History of England

ReAding

Read Ecclesiastical History of the English People (Bk. 1, Chs. 1–4, 12–16, 22–30) by Bede.

1.  What five nations inhabit the island of Britain? (Bk.. 1, ch. 1, ¶ 2) Why did Latin become the 
common language?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

2.  Who was the first Roman who tried to invade Britain? In what year of the Roman dating system 
was this? (Bk. 1, ch. 12, ¶ 1)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

3.  With the Scots ravaging Britain from the west and the Picts from the north, who did the Britons 
send messengers to for aid, and what did they promise them in return? (Bk. 1, ch. 12)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

4.  Whom did Gregory send to the Britains, and what did he send him to do? (Bk.1, ch. 23) After he 
came to Britain, where did he preach first and to whom? (Bk.1, ch. 25)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________
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5.  What does Augustine write to Pope Gregory about how their work is proceeding? Whom does 
Gregory send in response? (Bk.1, ch. 29)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

leCtuRe

Watch Lecture 8, and then answer the following questions.

6.  In the late 400s, what effect did the barbarian attack on the Romans have on England?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

7.  What benefits did a boy gain from being raised in a monastery?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

8.  What was the art of computus? Why did Christians value it and practice it?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________
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9.  What was the historical practice out of which the idea of Anno Domini grew? Who invented the 
use of Anno Domini? How did its use become popular?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

10.  Why does Bede dedicate his English history to King Ceolwulf?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

disCussion Questions

Was it a moral failure for the British to ask pagans for help in repulsing the barbarian Picts? Why or 
why not? Given their difficult situation, what could have been a wiser and more faithful response? 
What applications could this have for Christians in the United States? Try to relate the situation to 
actual, specific problems where possible.
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Lesson 9
Bede II: The Coming of Christianity

ReAding

Read Ecclesiastical History of the English People (Bk. 2, Ch. 1, 9-20; Bk. 3, Ch. 1-6, 25) by Bede.

1.  What finally persuaded Edwin to accept the faith? (Bk. 2, ch. 12)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

2.  How and by whom was Edwin killed, and what did Paulinus do afterwards? (Bk. 2, ch. 20)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

3.  Who was the Christian king who revived the faith of the kingdom? (Bk. 3, ch. 1)

 ________________________________

4.  Who converted the nation of the Picts, and how did he do it? (Bk. 3, ch. 4)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

5.  Which crucial controversy was Bishop Colman involved in? (Bk. 3, ch. 35)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________
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leCtuRe

Watch Lecture 9, and then answer the following questions.

6.   What are the historical origins of the King Arthur myth? 

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

7.  How does Gregory the Great advise Abbot Mellitus to interact with the Anglo-Saxon culture as 
Christianity spreads?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

8.  Why would many people be baptized alongside of King Edwin and his counselors?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

9.  What do some call the climactic turning point of the Bede’s entire Ecclesiastical History?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________
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10.  Why did Bede want the English and Irish churches to celebrate Easter on the same day?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

disCussion Questions

Culture can be an amorphous idea that we reference without really thinking about what we mean. 
What are some defining characteristics of American culture? How do those affect Christian life and 
worship? How can they be redeemed? Which ones ought to be completely rejected? If your home is a 
blend of cultures, consider aspects of those cultures as well .
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Lesson 10
Bede III: The Confirming of Christianity

ReAding

Read Ecclesiastical History of the English People (Bk. 4, Chs. 19–20, 23–32; Bk. 5, Chs. 1–6, 12–15, 22–24) by Bede

1.  What was found in the grave of Queen Ethelthryth sixteen years after she died? (Bk. 4, ch. 19)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

2.  Why was Queen Ethelthryth so praised for her chastity that a hymn was dedicated to her? (Bk. 4, 
ch. 20)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

3.  List three reports of miracles by Bishop John. (Bk. 5, chs. 2–6)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

4.  What did the monk who lived infamously see when he fell asleep? (Bk. 5, ch. 14)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________
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5.  What four bishops preside in the province of the Northumbrians under King Ceolwulf? (Bk. 5, ch. 23)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

leCtuRe

Watch Lecture 10, and then answer the following questions.

6.  How is the curse of Babel redeemed?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

7.  Why do people come to the monastery to hear Caedmon sing?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________
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8.  How does Bede interpret the prophetic vision of a monastery burning?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

9.  How have the relations between the four nations in England changed since the beginning of Bede’s 
history?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

10.  What is the purpose of the miraculous stories Bede describes?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

disCussion Questions

Are all aspects of a pagan or secular culture equally redeemable? Why or why not? Give specific 
examples. If one part of a culture can be redeemed at one time, can that same part necessarily be 
redeemed in another culture or in another era? Why or why not? Give specific examples.

There are many miracles described in Bede that may seem strange to us. Did these really happen? 
Why might there be more miraculous events when the gospel is coming to a pagan land or people? 
Can you think of any modern day parallel to the kind of miracles Bede is describing in his day? Does 
the nature of these miracles tell us something about the cultural struggles the Britons were facing?



Old Western Culture Year 3: Christendom Unit 1: Early Medievals

36

Lesson 11
Lives of Charlemagne and Alfred

ReAding

Read Life of Charlemagne (Introduction, sections 9–29) by Einhard and Life of Alfred by Asser

Life of Charlemagne

1. What was the goal of Einhard’s work on Charlemagne? (Introduction)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

2. What gave the Gascons the advantage when they ambushed the Franks?
What famous work recounts this tale? (ch. 9)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

3. How did Charles subdue the Bretons? (ch. 10)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________
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Life of King Alfred 

4. Why did the deposed king Osbert and tyrant Aella unite for a time? (ch. 27)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

5. What promise did Alfred make to God? (ch. 103)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

leCtuRe

Watch Lecture 11, and then answer the following questions.

6. Why was Pope Leo III’s coronation of Charlemagne as the Holy Roman Emperor a significant event?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

7. What is Christendom?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________
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 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

8.  What are a couple of differences between The Song of Roland and the historical incident of the Battle 
of Roncevaux?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

9.  When was Alfred born? What kind of world was he born into?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

10.  What four books did Alfred say everybody should read? Why might he have chosen those books?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________
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disCussion Questions

What might Europe have looked like had Charles Martel not stopped the Saracens from entering the 
rest of Europe?

In the early Middle Ages, we see Gregory the Great, Charlemagne, and King Alfred reestablishing 
order and encouraging faithful practice of Christianity as sole leaders, whether pope or monarch. Is 
there one form of government that is ideal? Is that form of government everywhere and at all times 
appropriate? What factors might affect what form of government is suitable for a particular country at 
a particular time?
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Lesson 12
John of Damascus

ReAding

Read The Fount of Knowledge—Preface, On Heresies (section 101), On the Orthodox Faith (Bk. 1, ch. 
8; Bk. 2, Chs. 2–6, Bk. 3, Chs. 2–6; Bk. 4, Chs. 11–13, 15–17) by John of Damascus.

1.  According to John of Damascus, how did Moses become worthy or fit to receive the divine vision? 
(Preface)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

2.  What two charges against him did John fear in undertaking the writing of this book? (Preface)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

3.  What are the four archetypes of all heresies? (On Heresies)

 ________________________________

4.  What are the divisions of the Greeks? (On Heresies)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

5.  What did the Marcionites believe? (On Heresies)

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________
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leCtuRe

Watch Lecture 12, and then answer the following questions.

6.  Why does John of Damascus include a section on Greek philosophy in The Fount of Knowledge?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

7. What are the three parts of John’s Fount of Knowledge?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

8.  What are the four books of “On the Orthodox Faith”?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

9.  How is the relationship between fire and light analogous to the relationship between Father and 
Son? Why does this analogy break down?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________
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10.  What is the difference between an accident and a substance? In which category does John of 
Damascus place evil?

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________
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Answer Key
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Lesson 1
Historical Overview of Christendom
1. The Middle Ages were dominated by Chris-

tian faith. The privilege of reason and logic 
over revelation created an illusion of supersti-
tion surrounding any sort of faith. Christians 
ought to see the Middle Ages as very different. 
Because Christianity dominated the culture of 
Western Europe during this period as Christ’s 
kingdom was spreading, there was immense 
growth and fruitfulness in philosophy, art, and 
literature. Every person, even if they were not 
personally faithful, accepted Christianity as 
the norm .

2. The three stories, inspired by real heroes be-
hind the myths, were those of King Arthur, 
Sigurd the Volsung, and Beowulf. These sto-
ries were associated with the English, the 
Norse, and the Anglo-Saxons, respectively.

3. Charlemagne unified adjacent warring king-
doms into one stable kingdom and encour-
aged the growth of education, arts, literature, 
hymn-writing, and religious activity in monas-
teries and churches .

4. The Age of Migration describes the time when 
great movements of people traveled west from 
modern-day Russia. The Huns, and others like 
them, came from the east and swept into Eu-
rope with the result that the Celtic and Ger-
manic tribes of Central Europe began to move 
down into the Roman territory to escape the 
pressure of the Huns.

5. The Middle Ages gave rise to the great uni-
versities of Europe, the Scholastic movement, 
stunningly beautiful cathedrals and other ar-
chitecture, poetry such as Dante’s Divine Com-
edy, and impressive works of theology, includ-
ing Aquinas’s Summa Theologica .

6. Scholasticism aimed to develop a comprehen-
sive system of thought, using the power of log-
ic and reason under the authority of Scripture, 

to organize all knowledge into one cohesive 
whole. Scholastics saw organizing knowledge 
as a means of intellectually fulfilling the do-
minion mandate given in Genesis.

7. The Crusades were motivated first by a desire 
to rescue the Holy Land from Islamic rulers, 
especially since those rulers were oppressing 
both the native Christians and the Christian 
pilgrims. Second, the Crusaders wanted to 
defend Europe from any further Islamic army 
inroads by taking offensive action rather than 
simply defensive action. Charles Martel, Char-
lemagne’s grandfather, stopped the Islamic ad-
vances in the early 700s.

8. The Crusades led to a great increase in travel, 
causing trade to flourish. This, in turn, led to 
economic growth, town growth, and the birth 
of the middle class. New art and literature ar-
riving from Constantinople, often in the form 
of ancient manuscripts, also led to philosophi-
cal, theological, and other changes as scholars 
rediscovered ancient Greek manuscripts.

Lesson 2
Benedict’s Rule and Monasticism
1. The first order are the cenobites: those who 

live in monasteries and serve under a rule 
and an Abbot. The second order are the an-
chorites or hermits: those who have lived in 
communities, are spiritually strong, and go 
out to live solitary lives in the desert. Next 
are the sarabaites, whose primary purpose is 
self-gratification. They live without authority 
in twos or threes or even alone rather than in 
larger monastic communities. Last are the gy-
rovagues: they spend their whole lives tramp-
ing from province to province, always on the 
move, indulging their own wills and succumb-
ing to the allurements of gluttony.

2.  Benedict says complete humility and pure devo-
tion are necessary in supplication of the Lord—
our prayer should be in purity of heart and in 
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tears of compunction, and should be short and 
pure unless prolonged by divine inspiration.

3.  Idleness is the enemy of the soul, and Bene-
dict’s prescription is that the brethren should 
be occupied at certain times in manual labor 
and again at fixed hours in sacred reading.

4.  Benedict warns the monastery to see to it that 
the craftsmen don’t become conceited because 
of their skill in crafts and that those who make 
the transactions do not practice any fraud.

5.  Benedict’s advice is to let him receive the or-
der of the one in authority with all meekness 
and obedience. But if the weight of the burden 
exceeds his strength altogether, let him submit 
the reasons for his inability to the one who is 
superior in a quiet voice, at an opportune time, 
and without pride or resistance .

6.  War destroys civilization and culture because 
the true fallen nature of humanity becomes more 
obviously apparent as the typical restraints of 
well-organized society—law, policing, courts of 
justice, and general societal expectations—dis-
appear in the war-driven upheaval.

7.  The prayer hours begin with vigil at around 
two in the morning . matins are at dawn, fol-
lowed by prime at sunrise, terce halfway 
through the morning, sext at midday, none 
halfway through the afternoon, vespers at sun-
set, and, finally, compline at full nightfall.

8.  Ora, or “prayer,” brings the monk into the 
presence of God, while labora, “work,” teaches 
the monk to tame his passions and also pro-
vides sustenance.

9.  Benedict sought to balance a disciplined, chal-
lenging life in the monastery with an appropri-
ate amount of consideration for the frailty of 
human flesh, so he endeavored to incorporate 
both strictness and mercy with leniency into 
his rule .

10. Monasteries brought books and learning 
with them. Thus they provided education 

and advanced agricultural knowledge and 
tools. They also brought better nutrition and 
cared for the sick, the poor, and the aban-
doned of a community.

Lesson 3
Transition to the Middle Ages
1.  Hypatius was the nephew of the late emperor 

Anastasius. The Romans declared him emper-
or of the Romans during the Nika riots.

2.  Although Gelimer was dealt with very leni-
ently and given land in Galatia to live in, he 
could not join the patrician ranks because he 
held to Arianism.

3.  The people of Poitiers claimed him as their monk 
and abbot and desired to carry away his body. 
The people of Tours also claimed St. Martin, 
stating that he was taken away from the people 
of Poitiers by God and given to them, the peo-
ple of Tours, since he had died with them.

4.  Chilperic was stabbed at his villa. The Nero 
of his time, he frequently laid waste to great 
districts and punished men unjustly for their 
wealth. He hated the causes of the poor and 
blasphemed the bishops of the Lord. No one 
loved him, and he loved no one.

5.  He was closely associated with General Belisar-
ius and traveled around the Mediterranean on 
his exploits . Much of what we know of the sixth 
century, including the rule of the greatest Byz-
antine emperor, Justinian I, and the military 
exploits of Belisarius, comes from Procopius.

6.  Justinian and his wife, Theodora, refuse to 
back down despite the disastrous riots. They 
instead take a stubborn and brutal approach, 
slaughtering 30,000 of the opposition to sup-
press the riots .

7.  When the Vandals sack Rome, they take 
the temple treasures with them to Carthage. 
When General Belisarius conquers Carthage, 
he brings them back to Constantinople. After 
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someone realizes that both Rome and Carthage 
were sacked when they had the temple trea-
sures, Justinian sends the treasures back to Je-
rusalem lest same fate befall Constantinople.

8.  First, there was a gigantic volcanic explosion 
that caused a worldwide dust shield, blocking 
the sun’s rays and causing a mini ice age. Then 
a terrible plague spread all over the empire, 
killing vast numbers of people. Many people 
took these events as signs of God’s wrath.

9.  Gregory was the bishop of Tours, which was 
a central city in France. Because many roads 
passed through Tours, the city was full of com-
merce and travelers constantly bringing news 
from around France.

10.  Clovis recognized that as the king of the 
Franks he was respected and revered like a fa-
ther by his people. So he understood that any 
decision he made would be imitated and fol-
lowed by his people.

Lesson 4
Gregory the Great
1.  Gregory says that for the shepherds, or church 

leaders, to foul the water with their feet is to 
corrupt the study of holy meditation by evil 
living—the sheep drink the fouled water, 
which is to say, the parishioners imitate the 
bad examples they have seen rather than the 
words they were taught.

2.  A ruler should be pure in thought and action, 
full of discretion, of profitable speech, sym-
pathetic to all, excelling in contemplation, a 
friend to the upright through his humility, and 
unbending against the vices of evil doers.

3.  To live “chief in action” means that by his liv-
ing a ruler may demonstrate the way to life to 
those under him. The words of a speaker who 
lives what he teaches will more readily pene-
trate the hearer’s heart as the hearer is encour-
aged by seeing the words lived out.

4.  Prodigality hides itself under the appellation of 
liberality, inordinate laxity is believed to be lov-
ingkindness, unbridled wrath is accounted the 
virtue of spiritual zeal, precipitate action is tak-
en for the efficacy of promptness, and tardiness 
for the deliberation of seriousness. (Any three)

5.  Benedict was far more sorry for the priest than 
concerned for his own welfare .

6.  Procopius and Gregory of Tours. Gregory was 
born around 540 and died around 604. He was 
born and raised in Rome, Italy.

7 .  Pope simply means “father.” Originally, people 
used pope or words like it to refer to the bishop 
of their diocese .

8.  Italy was in great political instability due to 
years of civil wars during the time that the 
Lombards were attacking Italy. The people 
turned to the Church and her leaders for help 
because she was stable. So Gregory came to act 
not just as a spiritual overseer, but also as a po-
litical leader, negotiating with foreign invaders.

9.  Gregory the Great was generally very inter-
ested in missions and particularly endeavored 
to help revive English Christianity after the 
pagan Anglo-Saxons cause it to severely de-
cline. So he sent Augustine of Canterbury, a 
monk, to preach the gospel in England .

10.  Miracles show God moving and acting in a spe-
cial way on behalf of His people and show that 
He is involved, not aloof. So the miracles evi-
dent in saints’ lives are symbols and manifesta-
tions of Christ with us, returning to be with His 
people even after His ascension into heaven.

Lesson 5
Maximus the Confessor
1.  Isidore of Seville was from Spain, a province 

of Rome. He was part of the Encyclopedist 
movement. The Encyclopedists were men who 
realized that education and culture were being 
lost due to political instability and barbarian 
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influences, so they endeavored to preserve the 
learning of the ancient world by writing down 
as much as possible .

2.  Isidore was instrumental in helping to convert 
the Arian Visigoths in Spain to orthodox, Trin-
itarian Christianity.

3 .  Maximus was a theologian and thinker in the 
Greek-speaking Eastern half of the former Ro-
man Empire, the Byzantine Empire. He was 
educated in Constantinople and rose to a posi-
tion of power in Constantinople as a close aid 
to the Emperor, but later he became a monk .

4.  The Council of Nicea in 325 dealt with the 
problem of the Arian heresy. The Second Ec-
umencial council of 381 in Constantinople em-
phasized the Holy Spirit as consubstantial with 
the Father and the Son. The Third Ecumencial 
Council in 431, the Council of Ephesus, dealt 
with the Nestorian Heresy. The Fourth Ecu-
menical Council of 451, the Council of Chalce-
don, deals with the Monophysite heresy. The 
Fifth Ecumenical Council met in Constantino-
ple in 553 and dealt with the remaining issues 
resulting from the rejection of the Egyptian and 
Syrian churches. The Sixth Ecumenical Coun-
cil met around 680 in Constantinople and dealt 
with another implication of the fourth council, 
the Monothelite controversy, which Maximus 
the Confessor was caught up in.

5.  Maximus says that when man fell into sin, he 
lost the possibility of doing what he was meant 
to do, which is move toward full community 
and fellowship with God.

6.  Maximus developed the idea that our re-
demption is not accomplished solely through 
Christ’s death and resurrection, but also 
through Christ’s living a perfect human life in 
full fellowship and unity with God.

7 .  Maximus discusses the meaning of different 
parts of the liturgy and their role in worship 
and in our entrance into heaven during corpo-
rate worship .

Lesson 6
Celtic Christians
1.  Patrick responds with a confession of praise—

he praises and bears witness to God’s great 
wonders before every nation under heaven.

2.  Patrick discusses greed and murder. Greed is 
a deadly deed, and a homicide may not stand 
beside Christ.

3.  Columba blesses him and prophecies that 
wisdom and prudence will increase more and 
more from him and that his tongue will receive 
from God the gift of both wholesome doctrine 
and eloquence.

4.  Columba called on Christ the Lord and em-
barked in his small boat, confidently urging 
the sailors to raise the sails even with unfavor-
able winds. As soon as they did, the ship ran 
against the wind with extraordinary speed.

5.  Brendan was looking for a mysterious island 
that a monk named Barinthus had visited and 
told Brendan about—an island called “The 
Land of Promise of the Saints” (“Earthly Par-
adise” in some translations).

6.  The Irish saints were responsible for the pres-
ervation of learning, particularly of the knowl-
edge of Latin, Greek, the classics, and the early 
church fathers in Western Europe. They were 
responsible, in many cases, for the reevange-
lization of England and of Northwestern Eu-
rope. The Irish missionaries were among the 
most important for restoring Christianity and 
the knowledge of the gospel and the church to 
an England that had become overrun by An-
glo-Saxon pagans.

7.  The Britons had abandoned the Christian 
faith of their ancestors, so God allowed the 
Anglo-Saxon invasion as part of His judgment 
on the Britons’ unfaithfulness.

8.  Some argue he was originally a British chief, 
but living in Ireland, where he was attacking 
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and killing and enslaving Christians. Patrick 
blasts his soldiers for the evil deeds they do 
under their wicked king .

9. He goes into exile on an island called Iona off
the Western coast of Scotland, and there he
founds a monastery.

10.  The monastery of Iona, founded by Columba,
becomes one of the two most famous monas-
teries in the Celtic Middle Ages. The other fa-
mous monastery is founded on Lindisfarne in
the next century by Saint Aidan.

Lesson 7
Beowulf
1. None—he says neither side shall be armed, and

may the Divine Lord in His wisdom grant the glory

of victory to whichever side He sees fit.

2. Beowulf returns with Grendel’s shoulder and arm,

which he displays high up near the roof.

3. Her trail leads down to a dismal wood with moun-

tain trees growing above gray stones and bloodshot

water surging beneath. Beowulf alone plunges into

the depths of the lake .

4. He cautions him to choose eternal rewards and not

give way to pride, because though his strength is

in bloom now, it will fade quickly and death will

sweep him away.

5. A fugitive thief breaks in and steals a cup from the

dragon’s hoard in an attempt to ingratiate himself

with his lord. The dragon discovers the theft and

ravages the surrounding country in his anger.

6. In the seventh and eighth centuries, various mis-

sionaries, most notably Augustine of Canterbury

and the Irish monks, reevangelize England. The

saga of Beowulf appears in England as Christianity

was gaining strength, but aspects of the old pagan

culture still remain .

7 . Beowulf, like the Iliad, was passed along orally by

poets and bards so that it was originally encoun-

tered by audiences aurally. To fully experience the

epic, one must feel and hear the rhythms, not just 

encounter the words visually on a page.

8. Beowulf ends on a dark and pessimistic note. At the

end of the story Wiglaf speaks of how the darkness

will be coming on the world again, how the demons

will grow, and how chaos will surround them be-

cause this last great man has gone .

9. Each line has four accented syllables, but a varying

number of total syllables. The lines are divided in

half, each half line containing two stressed sylla-

bles. Ideally, all four stressed syllables should allit-

erate, but more commonly, only the third accented

syllable alliterates with either the first syllable, or

both of the first two syllables.

10.  John Milton and Thomas Jefferson.

Lesson 8
Bede I: Early History of England
1. The English, the Britons, the Scots, the Picts,

and the Latins. Because the Scriptures were
in Latin, Latin became the common language
among the peoples .

2. Caius Julius Caesar was the first Roman to
attempt an invasion, in 693 after the founding
of Rome .

3. The Britons sent messengers to Rome with
letters praying for help against their enemies.
They promised perpetual subjection provided
that the enemies be driven away.

4. Gregory sent Augustine of Canterbury to
preach to the English nation. Augustine
first preached in the Isle of Thanet, to King
Ethelbert .

5. Augustine writes that while the harvest is
great, the laborers are few. Pope Gregory
sends several fellow laborers and ministers of
the word, of whom the first and most principal
were Mellitus, Justus, Paulinus, and Rufianus.

6. England suffered greatly from the withdraw-
al of the Roman legions . Rome pulled her
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legions from the far-flung borders, including 
England, to protect the heart of the empire 
closer to home. This left the field open for the 
pagan Anglo-Saxons from Northern Europe 
to subdue England and bring the people back 
to paganism .

7.  Parents often gave their son to a monastery, 
because it ensured that he would be well edu-
cated, well-fed, protected from many diseases, 
given a more peaceful life, and also given the 
chance to progress in the world .

8.  Computus was a particular type of mathematics 
for determining the calendar, and especially 
the date for Easter. Since Easter is the most 
significant feast in the Christian year, all other 
festivals and feasts are calculated from it.

9.  Men commonly used the reigns of important 
kings or rulers to reckon years, so Dionysius 
Exiguus thought it important for Christians 
to count years from the beginning of Christ’s 
reign. Bede uses this method in his history, 
thus popularizing the idea.

10.  Bede studies history in order to learn from the 
successes and mistakes of the past. King Ceol-
wulf shares this interest and wants to learn 
from history in order to rule well by applying 
lessons from the past to his own time .

Lesson 9
Bede II: The Coming of Christianity
1.  A heavenly vision which was revealed to the 

king in his exile helped him to understand the 
doctrines of salvation.

2.  Cadwalla, king of the Britons, rebelled against 
Edwin and was supported by Penda, a warlike 
man of the Mercians. At a great battle at Heath-
field, Edwin was killed on October 12, 633 AD. 
Paulinus fled with Queen Ethelberga to Kent 
by sea, where he was honourably received by 
the Archbishop Honorius and King Eadbald.

3.  King Oswald brought revival to England.

4.  Columba came into Britain and converted the 
Picts to the faith of Christ by both his preach-
ing and example .

5.  Bishop Colman became bishop as the great con-
troversy arose about the observance of Easter.

6.  The King Arthur myth is most likely rooted 
in the exploits of the faithful Christian Roma-
no-British chieftain Ambrosius. Ambrosius 
successfully repelled the invading Anglo-Sax-
ons for a period of time, most notably at the 
Battle of Badon Hill.

7.  Gregory the Great encourages Abbot Mellitus 
preserve the Anglo-Saxon culture as much as 
possible. He says to redeem as many aspects of 
the culture as possible, only destroying some-
thing if it causes a stumbling block or is a sin .

8.  Edwin and his counselors know that whatever 
they choose, the people will follow. The king 
is the father of the nation—he is the covenant 
head, and what he chooses, he chooses on behalf 
of the nation. Not everyone will have the faith 
personally, but they will all be affected by it.

9.  The Synod of Whitby could be considered the 
turning point of the entire work. This synod, 
or council, meets in Whitby for the purpose of 
settling the Easter question between the bish-
ops of Ireland and England.

10.  Bede was not seeking for the churches of the 
different nations to be identical, but rather to 
be in unity so that fellowship among Christian 
brethren could increase and prosper .

Lesson 10
Bede III: The Confirming of Christianity
1.  When the grave was opened and the body of 

the holy virgin and bride of Christ was brought 
into the daylight, it was free of corruption as if 
it had been buried that same day.

2.  She is portrayed as the queen and bride of 
Christ who remained faithful to her Lord.
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3. Bishop John cured a certain dumb youth, he
prayed for a sick maiden and healed her, he
sent a sick woman holy water and healed her,
he recovered one of the earl’s servants from
death, and he delivered one of his clerks from
death. (Any three.)

4. The brother dreamt that since he would not
humble himself he would be dragged against
his will into the gate of Hell, being damned.
He told his brethren that he saw into Hell and
saw Caiaphas and others that slew Jesus.

5. Wilfrid presides over the church of York, Ethel-
wald over Lindisfarne, Acca over Hagulstad, and
Pechthelm over a church called White House.

6. God does not simply reverse the curse of Babel,
making everybody one culture and one language
again, but rather redeems the variety of cultures
by allowing the unique aspects of different cul-
tures to enrich the Church around the globe.

7. Caedmon, being uneducated, sings in his na-
tive Anglo-Saxon, using the familiar rhythm
and meter of Anglo-Saxon poetry. For perhaps
the first time, the Anglo-Saxon people hear the
tunes and rhythms usually used to praise their
old pagan gods now being redeemed to sing
the praises of the true God.

8. Bede says the vision is a metaphor for the de-
struction of the monasteries brought about
by internal corruption, as monks not only fail
to keep their monastic vows, but even to live
faithfully as Christians.

9. As Bede comes to the close of his history, he
describes how the Picts, Irish, Britons, and
Anglo-Saxons, formerly living at enmity with
one another, now live in harmony, pursuing
peace instead of war .

10. For Bede, the miracles testify to the power of
God among the pagan Anglo-Saxons, highlight-
ing the truth of the gospel. The Anglo-Saxons
believed in the power of their own gods, so the
miracles showed them the power of the true God
in living evidence before their eyes.

Lesson 11
Lives of Charlemagne and Alfred
1. Einhard says he is best suited to writing about 

Charlemagne since no other person could 
write with more accuracy on the subject. He 
also wishes to honor  the glorious and 
illustrious deeds of Charlemagne (King 
Charles) because of his love for him. He does 
this despite his lack of eloquence in Latin lest 
he "slight the memory of so great a man." 

2. The Gascons had the advantage due to their 
light armor and the favorable terrain for 
attacking (a narrow mountain road). The 
Franks had heavy armor and stood on uneven 
ground. This famous tale is recounted in The 
Song of Roland.

3. When the Bretons refused to obey Charles, he 
sent an army against them and compelled them 
to give hostages and promise to do his bidding.

4. The pagans were coming against Northum-
bria. Osbert and Aella united and attacked 
the pagan army at York, but, unfortunately, 
the Northumbrians were unexpectedly de-
feated when the nearly conquered pagan army 
turned to make a last desperate stand against 
the Northumbrians as the city fell. This result-
ed in the deaths of a vast number of Northum-
brians, including Osbert and Aella.

5. Alfred reflected that he could make gifts to 
God of the service of his body and mind, so he 
proposed to offer to God no less of his person-
al time and energy than he had done of exter-
nal riches. He promised to give to God half of 
his services, bodily and mental, by night and 
by day, voluntarily and with all of his mind.

6. The coronation both helped to strengthen Charle-

magne’s rule over his kingdom and established a 

precedent of the Church conferring approval on 

political power .

7. Christendom refers to the area of the world that 

was, during this era, coming under the authority of 

Christ as many people acknowledged the truth of 

Christianity and held to Christian moral standards 
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and ways of thought. Although each person may 

not have been personally faithful, Christendom 

was steeped in Christian influences.

8. The story became an immense battle between the

East and the West—Muslims of Spain and Chris-

tians of Europe. However, in reality it wasn’t the

Muslims who attacked—it was the Basques who

attacked the rearguard of Charlemagne’s army

during their return home .

9. Alfred was born around 849 AD. He was born into

the world of Anglo-Saxon England, which at the

time was fragmented into many small kingdoms

who not only had conflict among themselves, but

especially were constantly under attack from the

invading hordes of Vikings and Danes.

10. Alfred advised reading the Psalter, because David’s

prayers are the prayers of the Church. He also rec-

ommended Boethius’ Consolation of Philosophy, Au-

gustine’s Soliloquies, and Gregory the Great’s Book of 

Pastoral Rule, because they provided principles for

establishing wise governance and also perhaps be-

cause these men’s lives were similar in certain key

aspects to Alfred’s life.

Lesson 12
John of Damascus
1. John says that Moses became worthy when he pu-

rified the eye of his soul by wiping away every ma-

terial reflection.

2. He was afraid to incur ridicule on the double count

of folly and ignorance.

3. Barbarism, Scythism, Hellenism, and Judaism.

4. The Pythagoreans, the Platonists, the Stoics, the

Epicureans, and the Samaritans.

5. Marcion believed that there were three principles:

the good, the just, and the bad. They thought the

New Testament (and the God thereof) was foreign

to the Old Testament, and they reject the resurrec-

tion of the body.

6. John of Damascus wants to teach his readers about

Greek philosophy so that they understand the phil-

osophical terms the Church Fathers used.

7. The first part is “On Philosophy,” the second “On

Heresies,” and the third “On the Orthodox Faith.”

8. The first is on God and the Trinity, the second

is on creation and the moral aspect of the origin

of good and evil, the third is on Christology and

the centrality of the Incarnation, and the fourth

part is a continuation of the third. These book di-

visions were not imposed on the work until the

Middle Ages.

9. Fire is the source of light. As soon as the fire begins

to exist, light begins to flow from it. Likewise, the

Father begets the Son from all eternity, as an inher-

ent part of the Father’s existence. However, while

light does not have its own existence, the Son does

have individual existence.

10. John of Damascus says that a substance exists on

its own, while an accident is a characteristic of a

substance and cannot exist on its own. John of Da-

mascus says that evil is an accident, which means

nothing can be absolutely, purely evil.




